Pro Walk Pro Bike Presentation Outline: Introduction

Introduction of panel members – different perspectives from 2 municipalities and 3 NGOs – different sized cities yet each centre is significant to its respective region.

Describe format – each member of the panel to give a quick 10-12 minute overview of what they found to be successful and challenging within their region (each panel member can decide if they want to emphasise one over the other)

Clarification of interest in walking and cycling – all panel members looking at issue from a transportation perspective (replacing vehicle trips with walking & cycling) as opposed to a public health/obesity perspective

Why Business SHOULD be interested in supporting initiatives to promote walking and cycling

· Congestion = external impact on business adds to costs & delays in the movement of goods, access to clients & employees  (quote from Board of Trade, Canadian Chamber of Commerce)

· World Health Organisation statistics on health in workplace tied to active commuting  (reduced absenteeism, increased productivity)

· Public recognition for being a good corporate citizen attracts media, clients, investment and good staff

Why do we want to work with business?

· The workday commute is usually a regular, routine trip with the same starting and destinations points (making it easier to switch to a healthier, active mode)

· The rush hour caused mostly by travel to work is a source of congestion, poor air quality, traffic accidents, and overall has a negative impact on quality of life  AND the rush hour is increasing in duration in many communities

· The facilities (as well as other incentives, attitudes, norms and culture) at the end point of that trip will be play into the decision of how to travel there 

Yet there is a challenge in bringing businesses on board, many members of the business community don’t see why they need to be interested in commuting or congestion.  Today we want to have an honest discussion about some of the successes but also some of the persisting challenges.  We hope that the audience will feel engaged to ask questions, propose options and describe their own relevant experiences.  

