Essay- 

I chair a volunteer neighborhood group titled “Livable, Walkable Communities.”  Our mission is to promote outdoor physical activity through an improved environment.   We organize projects to improve the neighborhood based on health, safety, and aesthetics. Our neighborhood can also be identified as Ward 4.  It has the highest percentage of Latinos and African American residents compared to the other parts of the city as well as the lowest income per household.  Most of the neighborhood consists of rental units and most of the housing authority homes are located here.

I have been a resident of Ward 4 for five years.  I have chaired the group for almost 2 years now.  Projects we have organized include Community Murals, Walking Tours of the neighborhood, boarding up broken windows, fixing up vacant city lots, and a Neighborhood Crime Watch.

This group offers residents a forum to voice their concerns regarding quality of life issues.  We have formed a strong network with Parks & Recreation and Community Development as well as other key city departments to help resolve issues like graffiti, speeding cars, the need for more open space, lighting and litter.

All of our projects are based on promoting outdoor physical activity.  We feel that people will get out of their homes more if they feel safe and have well defined routes and open space for recreation.  
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